








 

  

 

 

 

 

             

                         

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
                                                                  

 
                                                                   

 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
                                                                   

  
 

 

 
                                                                      

 
  

    

 
 
 

                                                                                   
  

 

  

 
                                                     

                                                                                
 

 
 

 
 

                        
 

                                                  
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
                                 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 

 
 

                                        
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

                               
 

                                              

 
 

  
 

 

 

 









Martha Silano’s books are 
What the Truth Tastes Like, Blue 
Positive, and The Little Offi ce 
of Immaculate Conception, 
winner of the Saturnalia Books 
Poetry Prize. Her poems 
have appeared in the Writer’s 
Almanac and in the Paris 
Review, the Kenyon Review, 
and Best American Poetry 2009. 
Silano teaches at Bellevue 
College. Sponsored by Pulaski 
Technical College
Friday • 11:00 a.m. 
Pulaski Technical College, 
R.J. Wills Lecture Hall

Heather Sutherlin is the author 
of A Light in the Darkness. She 
earned a BA in elementary 
education from Harding 
University in Searcy, Arkansas, 
and now teaches writing 
workshops for students each 
fall for National Novel Writing 
Month. She will release three 
new books in 2013, all fantasy 
novels for young adults.
Saturday • 10:00 a.m. • Main 
Library, Level 4
Saturday, 11:00 a.m., Main 
Library, Level 4

Steven Teske is an archival 
assistant at the Butler Center for 
Arkansas Studies, a department 
of the Central Arkansas Library 
System, and author of Natural 
State Notables: 21 Famous 
People from Arkansas. He has 
also been an adjunct instructor 
for Arkansas State University-
Beebe at the Little Rock Air 
Force Base, and has taught 
classes at Pulaski Technical 
College. His previous books 
are Unvarnished Arkansas: The 
Naked Truth about Nine Famous 
Arkansans and (coauthor) 
Homefront Arkansas.
Saturday • 11:00 a.m. • Children’s 
Library & Learning Center

Chuck Thompson is the 
author of the controversial 
Better Off Without ‘Em: A 
Northern Manifesto for Southern 
Secession, and comic memoirs 
Smile When You’re Lying and 
To Hellholes and Back. He 
is currently editorial director 
for Hong Kong-based CNN 
International Travel. A former 
senior editor for Maxim, he has 
written for publications including 
Outside, the New Republic, the 
Atlantic, Hustler, Esquire, and 
the Los Angeles Times. He is 
originally from Juneau, Alaska. 
Sponsored by ProSmart Printing
Saturday • 11:30 a.m. • Main 
Library, Darragh Center

Charles Todd is the pen name 
used for the mother/son writing 
team of Caroline and Charles 
Todd. The two have authored 
two series, the Inspector Ian 
Rutledge novels of suspense 
and the Bess Crawford 
mysteries, which are set in the 
World War I period. Caroline 
lives in Delaware and is a 
history buff, avid traveler, and 
photographer. Charles lives in 
North Carolina and loves history, 
the ocean, and sketching.
Saturday • 1:00 p.m. • Cox 
Creative Center, 3rd Floor

Duncan Tonatiuh is an award-
winning author-illustrator. His 
book Diego Rivera: His World 
and Ours received the 2012 
Pura Belpré Illustrator Award for 
a work that best portrays and 
celebrates the Latino cultural 
experience in children’s books. 
The book also received the 2012 
Tomás Rivera Mexican American 
Children’s Book Award. 
Sponsored by Regions Bank
Saturday • 11:00 a.m. • Children’s 
Library & Learning Center
Saturday • 2:30 p.m. • Cox 
Creative Center, 3rd Floor

GB Tran is a Brooklyn 
cartoonist/illustrator whose 
graphic memoir Vietnamerica 
details his family’s survival 
through the Vietnam War and 
U.S. migration. Selected by Time 
as an all-time “Top 10 Graphic 
Memoir,” the memoir also earned 
a New York Foundation for the 
Arts fellowship in nonfi ction 
literature and a gold medal 
from the Society of Illustrators. 
Sponsored by Hendrix College 
and Henderson State University
Saturday • 11:00 a.m. • Main 
Library, Level 4
Saturday • 2:30 p.m. • Cox 
Creative Center, 3rd Floor

Dennis Vannatta, a Pushcart 
and Porter Prize winner, has 
published four collections of 
stories – This Time, This Place; 
Prayers for the Dead; Lives of the 
Artists; and Rockaway Children 
– and a novel, Around Centralia 
Square. He is a professor of 
English at the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock.
Saturday • 11:30 a.m. 
MacArthur Museum of 
Arkansas Military History

Frank X Walker is the author 
of six collections of poetry 
including his latest, Turn Me 
Loose: The Unghosting of 
Medgar Evers. Founder of the 
Affrilachian Poets, he is a Cave 
Canem Fellow and a recipient of 
a Lannan Foundation Fellowship 
for Poetry. Sponsored by the 
University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock English Department, 
University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock Department of Rhetoric 
and Writing, and the Mosaic 
Templars Cultural Center
Saturday • 1:00 p.m. • Mosaic 
Templars Cultural Center

John Corey Whaley grew up 
in the small town of Springhill, 
Louisiana, where he learned to 
be sarcastic and to tell stories. 
He started writing stories 
about aliens and underwater 
civilizations when he was ten 
or eleven, but he now writes 
realistic young adult fi ction 
(which sometimes includes 
zombies). He taught public 
school for fi ve years and spent 
much of that time daydreaming 
about being a full-time writer 
while dodging his students’ 
crafty projectiles. His fi rst novel 
is Where Things Come Back.
Saturday, • 11:00 a.m.
Main Library, Level 4

Steve Wiegenstein is a scholar 
of utopian movements, a fi fth-
generation native of the Ozarks, 
and author of the Civil War 
novel Slant of Light. During the 
1970s and 1980s, he published 
Ozark Review, a literary journal, 
while working as a reporter. His 
short fi ction has been published 
in the Southern Humanities 
Review, Kansas Quarterly, the 
Nebraska Review, and other 
publications.
Saturday • 4:00 p.m.
MacArthur Museum of 
Arkansas Military History

David Wesley Williams is 
the author of the novel Long 
Gone Daddies. His short fi ction 
has been published by Harper 
Perennial’s Fifty-Two Stories, 
Pinch, Common, and Night 
Train. He blogs about music 
and writing on the Soundcheck 
& the Fury.
Saturday • 2:30 p.m. 
Witt Stephens Jr. Central 
Arkansas Nature Center

Johnathon Williams is a writer 
and web developer living in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. His poems 
and essays have appeared in 
Best New Poets 2009, Crab 
Orchard Review, and the Morning 
News, among other publications. 
The Road to Happiness is his 
fi rst book. Sponsored by Pulaski 
Technical College
Friday • 11:00 a.m. 
Pulaski Technical College,
R.J. Wills Lecture Hall

Rita Williams-Garcia is a New 
York Times bestselling author 
of books for teens and younger 
readers. Her most recent novel, 
One Crazy Summer, was named 
a Newbery Honor Book, a 
National Book Award Finalist, a 
Coretta Scott King Honor Book, 
and a Scott O’Dell Historical 
Prize Winner. The sequel, P.S. 
Be Eleven, will be released in 
June. Sponsored by Mosaic 
Templars Cultural Center
Saturday • 11:00 a.m. • Children’s 
Library & Learning Center
Saturday • 2:30 p.m. • Mosaic 
Templars Cultural Center

Christian Wiman is the author 
of four books of poetry and 
two collections of essays. His 
collections include Every Riven 
Thing, The Long Home, which 
won the Nicholas Roerich 
Prize; Hard Night; and Stolen 
Air: Selected Poems of Osip 
Mandelstam, as well as the 
nonfi ction collections Ambition 
and Survival: Becoming a Poet 
and My Bright Abyss. After 
a decade as editor of Poetry 
magazine, he will join the faculty 
of the Yale Institute of Sacred 
Music and Yale Divinity School 
in July. Sponsored by Christ 
Episcopal Church
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. • Cox 
Creative Center, 3rd Floor

Jan Wolfe believes that 
literacy and puppetry together 
promote reading and a life-
long love of books. Words 
become actions, and children 
can participate in becoming 
the story through puppets. 
As a National Board Certifi ed 
teacher, she integrates the 
arts into the curriculum at an 
A+ school, working magic 
with puppets.

Ron Wolfe is the co-creator, 
with Dusty Higgins, of the 
graphic novel Knights of the 
Living Dead. The novel he 
wrote with John Wooley, Old 
Fears, has been optioned for 
fi lm. He has written for Twilight 
Zone magazine, Hellraiser 
comics, and the Magazine of 
Fantasy and Science Fiction. He 
watches for mermaids.
Saturday • 11:00 a.m. • Main 
Library, Level 4
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. • Main 
Library, Level 4

C.D. Wright has published a 
dozen poetry collections, most 
recently One With Others, 
winner of the National Book 
Critics Circle Award in Poetry, 
winner of the Lenore Marshall 
Award, and fi nalist for the 
National Book Award. Rising, 
Falling, Hovering won the 
International Griffi n Prize for 
Poetry; One Big Self: Prisoners 
of Louisiana, her collaboration 
with photographer Deborah 
Luster, was awarded the 
Dorothea Lange-Paul Taylor 
Prize; and String Light won the 
Poetry Center Book Award. 
Sponsored by the Department 
of Arkansas Heritage
Saturday • 11:30 a.m. • Arkansas 
Studies Institute, Room 124

Steve Yates is assistant 
director/marketing director at the 
University Press of Mississippi 
in Jackson. His short story 
collection Some Kinds of Love 
won the Juniper Prize. His novel 
Morkan’s Quarry has been 
compared to Cold Mountain and 
Snow Falling on Cedars.
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
MacArthur Museum of 
Arkansas Military History

Who is your favorite author?
Dr. Seuss? Jane Austen? J.K. Rowling? 

Charles Dickens? Mark Twain?

Let everyone know by joining the 
Central Arkansas Library System’s Writers’ Garden, 

located at the Main Library, 100 Rock Street.

The Writers’ Garden displays tiles imprinted with 
readers’ names and the name of their favorite author.

This is a great gift for the book lover in your life.
Tiles purchased as a gift will be acknowledged with a 

note to the honoree or their family.

Tiles are $100, and may be purchased at any CALS 
branch or online at www.ArkansasLiteraryFestival.org.

The purchase of these tiles benefits the
Arkansas Literary Festival.
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